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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the techniques used to teach Buddhist canons in
Dhamma books (nang sue thamma) published from 1997 to 2004. From 1997 onwards, Thai society
has experienced economic, religious, political, and social crises, including the recent catastrophic tsunami.
From these crises has emerged a new phenomenon in the Thai literary world, namely the popularity
of Dhamma books. Not only has the popularity of this genre been rising in great numbers, but new writers
and readers from a wide range of age and gender have been found. The study reveals that the simplicity
of content and language, together with the design of the books, resulted in increased popularity of
Dhamma books. Buddhist canons were simply, straightforwardly, and tangibly explained by employing
easy, beautiful and clear language so that the core of Dhamma was easily accessible. This was relevant
to the lifestyle of urban people today. In addition, the books were finely and attractively designed;
small and thin bound books were usually fashioned either to make them portable or to enable readers

to finish a text in one reading.

Keywords: A Strategy for Teaching Buddhist Canons, Dhamma Language, Mind Languages.
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